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Wunan to run headspace Kununurra

18 March 2021

¢ East Kimberley organisation Wunan has been appointed as the lead agency to
establish and operate headspace Kununurra.

e headspace Kununurra will bring a much-needed resource to the area, offering
young people support with their mental health, physical health, alcohol and
other drugs issues, and work and study.

headspace Kununurra is one step closer to opening, with the announcement of Wunan as
the lead agency to establish and run the service.

WA Primary Health Alliance (WAPHA), the operator of the Country WA Primary Health
Network, awarded the contract to Wunan following an open tender procurement process.

For nearly 20 years Wunan has been successfully delivering services and programs across
the East Kimberley, including delivery of clinical services to Kununurra and surrounding
communities.

In the establishment and operation of headspace Kununurra, Wunan will be working closely
with both existing service providers and the community to provide coordinated services that
best meet the needs of the area’s young people and their families.

headspace Kununurra is set to open in the 21/22 financial year.

Young people aged 12 to 25 can contact headspace Kununurra directly or be referred by
their GP or mental health professional.

This activity has been made possible through funding provided by the Australian
Government under the PHN Program.

Comments attributed to Wunan Health Principle GP, Dr Stephanie Trust:

“Wunan is delighted to be awarded the opportunity to be the lead organisation in bringing
headspace to Kununurra and the East Kimberly.

“This is a vital and much needed service for our young community members. We understand
the burden of youth mental health is high in our region, especially for our Aboriginal young
people.

“headspace Kununurra will provide a holistic, culturally safe and friendly place for our young
people to go and seek help when they need it most.”

Comments attributed to WA Primary Health Alliance General Manager Commissioned
Services, Mark Cockayne:

“We have done extensive consultation with the local community and stakeholders to help
shape the priorities for headspace Kununurra. Consultations highlighted the energy,
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commitment and initiative that local stakeholders have shown over many years in their
efforts to build a youth wellbeing hub in Kununurra. headspace provides a secure platform
on which this local aspiration can be achieved.

“We are confident Wunan’s commitment to local collaboration and providing a service that is
culturally safe will ensure headspace Kununurra is embraced by the local community

“We look forward to working closely with Wunan as they develop a unique headspace
service that reflects the strengths and needs of Kununurra.”

Comments attributed to Federal Member for Durack, Melissa Price:

“I'm delighted to see the establishment of headspace Kununurra progressing and
congratulate Wunan on their appointment as lead agency.

“headspace Kununurra will give local young people a safe and welcoming place to go when
they need support, so they know they are not alone.”

Comments attributed to headspace CEO, Jason Trethowan:

“We know that more than 75 per cent of mental health issues develop before a person turns
25.

“This is why providing tailored and specific support to young people in the local community is
so important. Today, headspace Kununurra is one step closer to providing that support to
young people to help them get back on track and fulfil their potential.”

ENDS

WA Primary Health Alliance Media Contact — Caela Del-Prete, 08 6272 4936,
caela.del-prete@wapha.org.au

Wunan Media Contact — Amanda Fernando, 08 9168 3881,
Amanda.Fernando@wunan.org.au

About Us: WA Primary Health Alliance shapes, strengthens and sustains a health system
that works for people. As the operator of WA’s three Primary Health Networks — part of the
Australian Government national PHN program — we plan, guide and direct investment
towards important primary healthcare services. Our state-wide structure and strong
partnerships give us an opportunity to shape a health system fit for the future. By partnering
with GPs, allied health professionals, service providers, government and community, we
deliver better health, together. For more information, visit www.wapha.org.au
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